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NO  POOD  FOE  FJROPE'S  CHILDREN  YET 

House  Resolution  221  (identical,  except  that  it  Includes  France,  with  the  Glllette>Taft 
Resolution  S. Res.  100  which  passed  the  Senate  unanimously  February  15)  was  reported  out  of 
the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  last  week  and  has  been  referred  to  the  Rules  Committee 
to  be  put  on  the  calendar.  Write  your  Congressman  to  support  it,  and  to  the  President  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  act  now  for  extending  relief  to  the  women  and  children  of  occu¬ 
pied  Europe  as  the  Senate  requested. 

WADSWORTH  PROPOSES  C0I^:.:iTTiE  ON  POST-WAR  MILITARY  POLICY 

The  Rules  Committee  of  the  House  reported  out  r^arch  24,  and  placed  on  the  House  Calendar, 
House  Resolution  465,  by  Representative  James  W.  Wadsworth.  This  bill  would  create  a 
"Select  Conxnlttee  on  Post-war  Military  Policy"  to  be  composed  of  twenty-one  Representa¬ 
tives  including  seven  members  of  the  House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  seven  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  and  seven  other  Representatives.  This  committee  would  be  em¬ 
powered  to  Investigate  all  matters  relating  to  the  post  war  military  requirements  of  the 
United  States,  to  gather  plans  and  suggestions  from  Informed  sources  and  to  report  from 
time  to  time  their  findings  and  conclusions.  Wadsworth  has  suggested  a  merger  of  the  Mil¬ 
itary  and  Naval  Affairs  Committees  to  handle  all  matters  relating  .to  the  armed  forces,  and 
the  possible  unification  of  army,  navy  and  air  commands. 

Will  this  committee  be  used  to  lead  the  drive  for  post  war  conscription?  What  will  they 
recommend  about  acquisition  of  Islands  over  the  Pacific? 

Wadsworth  Is  co-author  of  the  present  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act,  the  Austin-Wads- 
worth  proposal  for  National  Servlcj  legislation  now  before  the  Senate  Military  Affairs 
Committee,  and  the  Gurney-Wads worth  bill  (S.701  -  H.R.1806)  for  peace  time  universal  mil¬ 
itary  training. 

HEARINGS  ON  POST  WAR  CONSCRIPTION  DEFERRED 

No  date  has  yet  been  set  for  hearings  on  either  the  May  bill  or  the  Gumey-Wads worth  bill 
for  permanent  universal  military  training.  In  view  of  the  probable  creation  of  a  Select 
Committee  on  Post-war  Military  Policy,  it  may  be  some  time  this  summer  before  post  war 
conscription  is  brou^t  up  for  formal  consideration  in  Con,«5re88. 

WHY  NOT  SEE  YOUR  CONGRESSMAN? 

/ 

Congress  is  now  planning  to  recess  from  '/krch  30  until  April  12.  While  your  Congressman 
Is  home  why  not  see  him  regarding  such  questlor.:^  as;  a  statement  of  clearer  peace  alms  by 
our  Governooent-  whether  anything  could  be  done  to  bring  the  war  to  a  close;  the  establish¬ 
ment  now  of  the  real  beginnings  of  a  world  organization;  opposition  to  post  war  military 
conscription,  repeal  of  the  prohibition  on  the  use  of  conscientious  objectors  in  relief 
activities  abroad  when  paid  for  by  private  funds;  international  economic  collaboration; 
action  on  race  discrimination;  and  adequate  planks  on  foreign  policy  in  party  platforms. 
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ETFORTS  CONTINUE  TO  PASS  ?raiFIED  LABOR  DRAFT 

Donald  Nelson  told  tbs  Honee  Military  Affairs  Subcomnittee  on  T^rch  24  that  coo^ulsory 
serrlce  in  war  industries  by  4-F8  (men  of  military  age  deferred  on  physical  or  mental 
grounds)  and  by  men  too  old  for  the  armed  forces  was  preferable  to  a  universal  draft  of 
manpower,  and  that  he  was  no  longer  in  favor  of  a  general  labor  draft.  The  subcommittee 
was  considering  two  bills  to  put  4-Fs,  over-age  men  and  dischargees  into  vital  war  work, 
which  have  been  introduced  by  Representative  Clare  Booth  Luce. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  same  day  in  the  office  of  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy  Frank  Knox,  in  an  effort  to  reach  agreement  with  labor  on  the  necessity 
of  some  form  of  national  service.  In  addition  to  Secretary  Knox,  those  attending  the  con¬ 
ference  included  Senator  Warren  Austin,  co-author  of  the  Austin- Wadsworth  bill;  Robert  P. 
Patterson,  Under-Secretazy  of  War;  Ralph  A.  Bard,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  William 
Green,  President  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  James  B.  Carey,  Secretary  of  the 
Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations;  and  representatives  of  the  American  Legion  and  the 
Citizens  Committee  for  a  War  Service  Act.  The  Times  Indicated  that  further  meetings  would 
be  held  with  the  same  group,  together  with  representatives  of  industry  and  agriculture. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  PROPOSES 
INTERNATIONAL  ECONOmC  COLLABORATION 

Senators  Elbert  Thomas  of  Utah,  Harley  M.  Kilgore  of  West  Virginia,  and  Harry  S.  Truman  of 
Missouri  Introduced  Senate  Joint  Resolution  120  on  March  7.  This  resolution  asks  the 
President  to  take  the  initiative  in  calling  a  United  Nations  conference  for  the  purpose  of 
exploring  ways  of  developing  world  resources  and  ezqpandlng  foreign  trade,  and  the  kind  of 
international  machinery  necessary  for  doing  it.  Congressman  John  M.  Coffee  of  Washington 
introduced  a  companion  measure,  numbered  H.J.Re8.247,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  same  day. 

The  resolution  proposes  a  foreign  economic  commission  composed  of  members  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  representatives  of  the  executive  branches  of  the  Government  and  twelve 
public  members  as  representatives  of  industry,  labor,  and  the  consuming  public.  The  com¬ 
mission  would  be  empowered  to  study  means  for  the  maximum  use  of  the  economic  resources  of 
the  United  States  throu^  expanded  foreign  trade,  stabilization  of  currencies,  removal  of 
trade  barriers,  interchange  of  economic  and  technical  -data,  Joint  development  and  use  of 
facilities  and  resources. 

The  commission  would  report  to  the  President  and  Congress  at  least  every  three  months. 

While  there  may  he  differences  of  opinion  reparding  the  personnel  suggested  for  the  com¬ 
mission,  and  while  the  resolution  does  not  specifically  provide  for  the  utilization  of 
agencies  already  at  work  such  as  the  International  Labour  Organisation,  and  the  Economic 
Section  of  the  League  of  ^^ation8,  yet  this  resolution  seems  very  timely  and  worthy  of  ac¬ 
tive  support,  particularly  in  view  of  the  tragic  delay  in  making  further  steps  toward 
international  political  collaboration. 

revised  unrra  autfqrization  passes  house  and  senate 

The  Senate  on  March  21  by  a  vote  of  47  to  9  accepted  the  conference  report  on  the  author¬ 
ization  for  our  ]^rtlcipation  in  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administra¬ 
tion.  Tt-^e  House  did  likewise  on  JAarch  22.  Financial  appropriations  still  have  to  be  made. 
The  Rv.thorlty  expires  on  June  30,  1946.  Congress  said  that  "rehabilitation  means  and  is 
confJ'ied  to  relief  only".  Certainly  many  areas  of  Europe  and  Asia  wi]l  need  international 
aid  lor  rehabilitation  and  re cona tract ion  after  the  unprecedented  devastation  of  the  war. 
Must  we  create  a  separate  post  war  reconstruction  agency?  The  answer  of  Congress  would 
seem  to  be  "yes". 
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Three  questions  regarding  the  projected  program  need  to  be  asked;  (l)  Is  this  sufficient? 
When  I  asked  a  person  well  informed  on  the  problems  of  relief  and  rehabilitation  sdiat 
ou^t  to  be  said  to  the  -American  people  now  about  the  adequacy  of  a  two-year  program  and 
two  billion  dollars  altogether  from  the  44  participating  nations,  he  replied,  "We  ought  to 
plan  at  least  for  a  five  years'  effort  and  an  expenditure  of  at  least  8  billion  mlnltmjm" 
if  the  relief  needs  created  by  the  war  are  to  be  met.  (2)  Can  relief  be  kept  from  becom¬ 
ing  a  political  weapon?  (3)  Will  the  military  yield  control  to  civilian  authority  in 
relief? 

WOULD  ADMIT  PEOPLl'  FROM  INDIA  ON  QUOTA  BASIS 

Emanuel  Celler  of  New  York  introduced  H.R.4415  on  March  15,  which  would  authorize  the  ad¬ 
mission  into  the  United  States  and  the  naturalization  of  natives,  and  descendants  of  na¬ 
tives,  of  India.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Immigration  and  Naturalization. 

SENATORS  VOTE  ABOLITION  OF 
F  E  P  C  AND  OTHER  INDEPENDENT  AGENCIES 

On  Friday,  March  24,  the  Senate  in  a  stormy  session  finally  voted  33  to  25  against  the 
amendment  offered  by  Senator  C.  Douglass  Buck  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  to  exempt  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Fair  iknployment  Practice  from  the  proposal  of  Senator  Richard  B.  Russell  of 
Georgia  to  eliminate  agencies  created  by  executive  order  unless  specifically  continued  by 
Congress.  This  now  goes  to  the  Joint  House-Senate  Conference  Committee.  The  F  £  P  C  was 
originally  set  up  by  Executive  Order  8802  of  June  25,  1941  under  the  War  Production  Board 
and  then  transferred  May  27,  1943  to  the  Office  of  Emergency  Management.  It  was  designed 
primarily  to  eliminate  discriminatory  employment  practices  and  to  utilize  more  f\illy 
Negroes  and  other  minorities  in  industry  and  in  the  Government. 

COMMITTEE  PROPOSED  FOR  STUDY  OF  RACE  RELATIONS 

Representative  William  L.  Dawson  of  Chicago  has  introduced  House  Resolution  472  on  March 
16,  proposing  a  special  committee  of  seven  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Bouse,  to  make  a  full  investigation  of  race  relations  in 
the  United  States  including  discrimination  in  war  production  and  in  the  armed  services, 
and  the  causes  of  race  riots.  Clare  Booth  Luce  has  introduced  H. Res. 476  on  March  20  with 
very  similar  provisions. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  LEGISLATURE  UPHOLDS  WHITE  SUPREMACY 

On  February  29,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  South  Carolina  passed  a  resolution  demand¬ 
ing  that  "henceforth  the  damned  agitators  of  the  North  leave  the'  South  alone"  insofar  as 
racial  relations  are  concerned.  The  resolution  said  in  part; 

"We  indignantly  and  vehemently  denounce  the  intentions,  utterances,  and  actions  of 
any  person  or  persons  and  of  all  organizations  seeking  the  amalgamation  of  the  white 
and  Negro  races  by  a  commingling  of  the  races  upon  any  basis  of  equality  as  being 
destructive  of  the  identity  and  characteristics  of  both  races  and  as  being  un-Amer¬ 
ican  and  hostile  to  the  existence  and  preservation  of  the  American  Union  of  States. 

"We  reaffirm  our  belief  in  and  our  allegiance  to  established  i^ite  supremacy  as  now 
prevailing  in  the  South,  and  we  solemnly  pledge  our  lives  and  our  sacred  honor  to 
maintaining  it,  whatever  the  cost,  in  war  and  in  peace." 

CONDITIONS  OF  INDIANS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

House  Resolution  166  by  Karl  E.  Mundt  of  South  Dakota  to  create  a  select  committee  to  in¬ 
vestigate  conditions  of  the  American  Indians  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  March  13. 
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EXPANSIONIST  IDiAS  IN  CONGRESS 

Carl  Hlnshaw  of  California  introduced  E.J.Be8.232  calling  upon  the  Government  to  negotiat« 
with  Mexico  for  the  purchase  of  the  peninsula  of  Lower  California.  The  peninsula  is  800 
miles  long  and  averages  50  miles  in  width  with  approximately  95,000  inhabitants.  With  tb« 
money  Mexico  could  purchase  from  us  quantities  of  supplies  and  materials  for  development 
of  her  agriculture  and  mines  and  railroads,  thus  benefittlng  her  people.  Magdalena  Bay 
"has  the  characteristics  that  lend  it  to  great  usefulness  as  a  fleet  and  subnarine  and 
naval  alr*patrol  base  ...  This  suggestion  is  made  in  the  spirit  of  utmost  friendliness 
toward  our  nel^bors." 

Bertrand  W.  Gearhart  of  California  on  March  32  quoted  in  the  Congressional  Record  an  edi¬ 
torial  from  the  Sacramento  Bee,  the  Fresno  Bee,  and  the  Modesto  Bee  entitled  "Pacific  Is¬ 
lands  Should  Be  America's  For  Keeps."  The  Congressman  said,  "As  these  islands  are  of 
tremendous  strategic  value  in  the  defense  of  our  country,  a  failure  to  recognize  the  im¬ 
portance  of  their  annexation  and  to  govern  ourselves  accordingly  would  be  folly,  indeed  a 
folly  that  mi^t  well  be  the  cause  of  a  third  world  war,  a  contemplation  toe  tragic  for 
adequate  description."  The  editorial,  in  arguing  for  permanent  possession,  says;  "That 
is  not  'power  politics'  or  a  'new  American  imperialism'  as  some  pacifists  are  saying,  but 
plain  common  sense  ...  The  disposition  of  these  islands,  therefore,  is  a  matter  on  which 
our  diplomats  should  take  a  stand  Just  as  strong  as  has  Russia  regarding  her  western  boun¬ 
dary.  They  are  or  soon  will  be  in  America's  possession.  Let  us  keep  them  that  way." 

JUDD  ASKS  STRICTER  OPIUM  CONTROL 

In  H.J.Res.24l,  dated  February  21,  Congressman  Walter  Judd  of  Minnesota  calls  upon  the 
President  to  Join  with  the  Governments  of  all  opium-producing  countries  in  taking  immedi¬ 
ate  steps  to  limit  and  control  the  growth  of  the  opium  poppy  and  the  production  of  opium 
required  for  strictly  medical  and  scientific  purposes. 

POLL  TAX  REPEAL  MAY  BE  TAKEN  UP  BY  SENATE 

H.R.7  to  repeal  the  poll  tax  in  eight  Southern  States,  which  passed  the  House  May  25,  1943 
by  a  vote  of  265  to  110  may  be  called  up  for  debate  soon  by  Senator  Mead  of  New  York. 

This  measure  was  summarized  in  Letter  Number  2.  Advocates  of  poll  tax  repeal  are  endeav¬ 
oring  to  secure  enough  votes  for  cloture  if  a  prolonged  filibuster  develops. 

JUST  AMONG  OURSELVES 

This  newsletter  is  one  of  the  services  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation, 
which  is  trying  to  supply  current  information  to  Friends  and  others  so  that  as  citizens 
they  can  act  intelligently  on  issues  of  national  and  International  policy  which  come  up 
for  decision  by  Congress  or  the  Government.  A  new  Statement  on  Policy  has  Just  been  is¬ 
sued.  Contributions  to  the  committee  are  not  tax-exempt,  since  it  is  concerned  with  leg¬ 
islation.  It  is  completely  separate  from  and  is  not  financed  by  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee.  The  Committee  on  National  Legislation  depends  upon  individuals,  local 
and  yearly  meetings  for  its  budget  of  $15,000  (in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  newsletter) 
for  this  year,  of  which  about  one  fourth  has  been  received  to  date.  Each  copy  of  the 
newsletter  costs  apiroximately  a  dollar  a  year  to  print  and  mall,  and  contributions  for 
the  newsletter  knd  for  the  work  of  the  committee  are  solicited. 


Have  you  read  A  Plan  for  a  Parliament  of  Nations,  by  William  Penn?  Republished,  with 
notes  and  questions,  on  the  occasion  of  the  300th  Anniversary  of  his  birth,  October  24, 
1644,  by  the  Peace  and  Service  Committee,  Friends  General  Conference,  1515  Cherry  Street, 


J^iladelphia  3,  Pennsylvania.  15  cents. 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION 


Statement  on  Policy 


2111  FLORIDA  AVENUE,  N.W. 
WASHINGTON  8,  D.  C. 


Purpose  and  Policy- 
In  General 

The  general  purpose  of  the  Friends  Com¬ 
mittee  on  National  Legislation  is  to  assist 
members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
and  other  like-minded  citizens  to  contribute 
effectively  in  the  process  of  shaping  important 
decisions  that  are  being  made  by  Congress 
and  other  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government 
in  those  areas  which  touch  upon  the  concerns 
and  causes  that  Friends  have  at  heart. 

Friends  are  concerned  today,  as  they  have 
been  in  times  past,  that  governments  shall  act 
wisely  and  justly  in  furtherance  of  the  well¬ 
being  of  people.  Mankind's  biggest  job  now 
is  to  eliminate  the  institution  of  war,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  militarization  of  the  human  mind, 
and  to  create  a  true  world  community. 

The  Committee  sees  two  main  lines  of  en¬ 
deavor  in  which  it  hopes  to  be  of  service:  (1) 
in  giving  Friends,  both  individuals  and  Meet¬ 
ings,  current  and  accurate  information,  to 
assist  them  in  reaching  judgments  about  issues, 
and  in  helping  them  in  making  their  influence 
felt;  (2)  in  aiding  Friends  to  confer  with 
Senators,  Congressmen  and  other  officials  on 
matters  of  national  policy,  and  interpreting 
to  them  the  principles  and  spirit  of  Friends. 

The  policy  to  be  followed  in  pursuing  these 
aims  ought  to  be  carried  out  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  and  practices  of  Friends  as  a  reli¬ 
gious,  not  a  political,  body.  In  approaching 
the  task  we  should  seek  both  prophetic  vision 
and  practical  wisdom.  Our  policy  and  views 
should  not  be  crystallized  in  rigid  form  but 
remain  dynamic  and  growing,  and  should 
evolve  in  response  to  the  varying  tasks  and 
opportunities  arising  in  a  rapidly  shifting  war 
scene  and  an  economic  and  political  situation 
which  is  constantly  changing. 

Services  to  Friends 
Throughout  the  Country 

The  value  of  such  a  committee  will  depend 
largely  on  the  extent  to  which  Friends  gen¬ 
erally  share  in  its  work.  The  Conunittee  will 
seek  to  increase  the  contacts  of  Friends  with 


their  government  and  to  encourage  them  in 
interviewing  their  own  Representatives  and 
Senators  both  at  home  and  in  Washington, 
and  in  appearing  before  Committees.  Present 
plans  are  to  issue  a  Washington  Newsletter, 
about  once  a  month  while  Congress  is  in  ses¬ 
sion,  reviewing  major  legislative,  and  on  occa¬ 
sion,  political  developments  and  prospects.  In¬ 
formation  sent  out  will  be  factual,  analytical, 
restrained  in  tone,  will  suggest  appropriate 
action  and  be  in  a  form  ready  for  circulation 
or  sharing  among  a  thoughtful  and  concerned 
constituency.  Some  of  the  Secretary's  time 
will  be  spent  in  Friends  communities  inter¬ 
preting  the  trends  and  developments  in  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with 
Legislative  Matters 

The  Committee  does  not  intend  to  press  its 
concerns  in  the  legislative  held  by  the  political 
pressure  methods  of  lobbies  maintained  by 
groups  working  in  their  own  narrow  interests. 
It  expects  to  work  in  the  manner  and  spirit  of 
Friends,  presenting  our  point  of  view  to  indi¬ 
vidual  members  of  the  House  and  Senate,  and, 
when  occasion  arises,  to  administrative  of¬ 
ficials;  exploring  with  them  the  problems  to 
be  solved;  endeavoring  to  win  the  assent  of 
reasonable  minds  and  enlist  sympathies  with 
the  objectives  sought. 

Moreover,  the  Committee  will  not  be  con¬ 
cerned  wholly  with  achieving  immediate  re¬ 
sults  through  the  passage  or  defeat  of  par¬ 
ticular  bills.  It  will  have  in  mind  the  values 
which  may  be  gained  by  the  slower  process 
of  interpreting  to  people  in  government  over 
an  extended  period  of  time  the  moral  and 
spiritual  approach  to  the  problems  of  gov¬ 
ernment  and  law. 

As  to  Reaching  Decisions  and 
Speaking  for  Others 

The  General  Committee  will  probably  meet 
once  or  twice  a  year. 

Between  the  meetings  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee  all  matters  of  major  importance  shall 


be  passed  upon  by  the  widely  representative 
Executive  Committee  which  shall  meet  as  fre¬ 
quently  as  may  be  required  for  the  proper 
handling  of  the  business  calling  for  its  atten¬ 
tion.  It  is  expected  that  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  will  meet  at  least  once  a  month  when 
Congress  is  in  session. 

Much  of  the  Committee’s  work  with  legis¬ 
lators  and  officials  in  Washington  will  be  in¬ 
formal  in  character.  In  such  activities,  the 
Executive  Secretary  shall  be  free  to  follow 
his  own  judgment  under  the  general  direction 
of  the  Executive  Committee.  Formal  speak¬ 
ing  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  as  at  hear¬ 
ings,  shall  be  done  only  when  properly 
authorized. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Committee  shall 
not  take  any  action,  or  issue  any  statement 
in  the  name  of  any  other  organized  body  or 
bodies  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  such  as 
Yearly,  Quarterly  or  Monthly  Meetings,  with¬ 
out  the  prior  approval  of  such  bodies. 

In  reaching  decisions  or  assuming  positions 
with  reference  to  legislative  issues,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Committee  or  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  consider  carefully  the  state  of  mind  and 
opinion  among  Friends  supporting  the  Com¬ 
mittee  and  shall  apply  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  the  principle  of  the  sense  of  the  Meet¬ 
ing.  This  implies  a  responsibility  resting  not 
only  on  the  Committee  but  on  Friends  gener¬ 
ally  to  weigh  their  positions  and  to  test  their 
attitudes  not  merely  by  common  thinking  and 
conventional  standards  but  by  deeper  insights 
and  spiritual  sensitivity. 

We  conceive,  also,  that  our  approach  to 
legislative  questions  must  be  a  combination  of 
humility  and  earnestness,  conscious  of  the 
many  compromises  often  involved  in  political 
decisions,  and  of  the  fallibility  of  many  of  our 
contemporary  political  judgments. 

With  respect  to  important  issues  regarding 
which  there  is  clearly  a  divided  mind  among 
Friends,  the  Committee  shall  recognize  its 
responsibility  to  groups  whose  attitudes  on 


such  questions  may  differ.  There  will  be 
times  when  the  Committee  may  find  that  it  is 
not  justified  in  taking  a  position  one  way  or 
the  other.  There  will  be,  however,  the  obliga¬ 
tion  to  report  information  and  to  promote  an 
eager  search  for  common  unity  and  common 
purpose. 

The  Problem  of 

World  Organization  for  Peace 

This  problem,  in  so  far  as  Congress  and 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  deals 
with  it,  is  a  foremost  one  for  our  Committee. 
Friends  should  actively  assist  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  world  order  which  establishes  jus¬ 
tice,  prevents  war  and  provides  for  peaceful 
change. 

Yet  this  task  presents  the  Committee  with 
a  puzzling  issue,  for  the  elimination  of  mili¬ 
tary  coercion  in  international  affairs  poses 
peculiarly  difficult  questions  of  procedure  in 
the  transition  period  from  complete  world 
anarchy  to  the  achievement  of  that  degree  of 
confidence  and  cooperation  when  men  will  be 
willing  to  trust  their  security  to  other  means 
than  military  armaments.  During  this  period,, 
we  believe  Friends  have  two  obligations: 

(1)  To  work  toward  our  goal  of  a  non¬ 
military  world  order  based  so  firmly 
on  justice,  spiritual  unity,  and  volun¬ 
tary  cooperation  that  there  is  no  place 
for  war  or  armaments  for  war; 

(2)  To  view  sympathetically  steps  toward 
the  goal,  such  as  increasing  interna¬ 
tional  cooperation,  progressive  dis¬ 
armament,  and  the  bringing  of  na¬ 
tional  force  under  the  control  of  world 
organization,  while  mindful  that  these 
fall  short  of  our  ideal. 

Guided  by  these  principles  the  Committee 
looks  forward  to  following  a  policy  which  will 
preserve  the  integrity  of  Friends*  peace  prin¬ 
ciples  and  at  the  same  time  lend  support  to 
progressive  measures  for  the  slow  and  pains¬ 
taking  building  of  a  warless  world. 


Scope  of  Activities 

In  order  to  make  effective  use  of  its  limited 
staff  and  resources  the  G>mmittee  should 
select  wisely  the  areas  of  legislation  toward 
which  it  will  chiefly  direct  its  attention.  These 
will  naturally  be  areas  where  the  values  which 
Friends  have  emphasized  are  closely  affected. 

General  areas  illustrative  of  opportunities 
before  the  Committee  and  on  which  work 
ought  to  be  done  as  resources  of  personnel, 
time  and  money  permit  are: 

1.  Problems  of  the  peace,  such  as  a  just 
settlement,  the  organization  of  the  world 
for  peace,  economic  justice,  the  issues 
of  punishment  and  revenge,  repara¬ 
tions,  treatment  of  minorities,  colonies, 
war  prisoners,  etc.,  insofar  as  these 
questions  come  up  for  legislative  action 
or  major  political  decisions  by  the 
administration. 


2.  Immigration  and  naturalization,  main¬ 
tenance  of  asylum  for  victims  of  racial 
and  religious  persecution,  liberalization 
of  our  immigration  laws,  and  adequate 
international  efforts  for  resettlement  of 
population  displaced  by  the  war.  Vig¬ 
orous  measures  for  the  resettlement  of 
Japanese- Americans  and  their  full  par¬ 
ticipation  in  American  life. 

3.  Removal  of  discrimination  on  account 
of  race  in  the  United  States  and  be¬ 
tween  nations. 

4.  Adequate  provisions  for  relief  and  re¬ 
habilitation. 

5.  Opposition  to  post-war  military  con¬ 
scription. 

6.  Opposition  to  national  service  legisla¬ 
tion  for  the  conscription  of  men  and 
women  for  war  production. 

7.  The  rights  of  conscience  and  protection 
of  civil  and  religious  liberties. 


Adopted  in  principle  at  a  meeting 
of  the  General  Committee  on  Jan¬ 
uary  29,  1944,  and  after  editorial 
revision  approved  by  the  Executive 
Committee  on  March  7,  1944. 
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